NHFT E-letter 28th March ‘06

This e-letter is produced on a monthly basis to allow people in the North to have wider access to information and news relevant to community forestry, crofting forestry, wood and wood products.

If you have any information you would like to promote, please send it to us.  Likewise, if you would like information, advice or support please get in touch.
Thanks
Steve Robertson
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News
1. NHFT’s Annual Forum 2006 
Our annual gathering this year will be on Saturday, the 10th June in the crofting community of Laid, on Loch Eribol, up in the far North West. 
This year’s theme will be woodland establishment, looking at ways to help young trees or tree seeds to thrive and flourish into healthy woodlands, especially in marginal growth situations of poor soils and climate!  
We will also look at changes in the forestry grants system, particularly relevant with the move towards Land Management Contracts and the current rush for the existing SFGS grant money.   
2. NHFT Seed to Tree

NHFT ran a seed collection and propagation training workshop with the Lairg Learning Centre on Saturday, 25th of March.   The day was great fun and has resulted in a great many positive leads and contacts for the individuals and group represenatives who attended. 

NHFT are keen to run similar training workshops anywhere in Sutherland or Caithness.  If you would like one in your area then please let us know. 

3. What’s happened to SFGS?

A few people have been asking me this question over the last couple of weeks.  Below an extract from the last press release on the subject.  There should be another update out soon from the Forestry Commission Scotland office.  Not looking brilliant I’m afraid.  
Extract from FCS Press Release, 15March:

SFGS: Allocation of the 2006/07 Budget

This already looks pretty tight for 2006/07 with a significant level of business in the pipeline.  This reflects mainly: 

a. the success of the Challenge Funds and Locational Premiums we have introduced to help stimulate activity;

b. the fact that the grants scheme is being revised.  This always results in applicants bringing forward proposals. 

Consequences for Customers

To ensure that expenditure remains within the resources available we are taking the following action:

· We will pay claims for 2005/06 received between 1 April 2006 and 1 May 2006.

· For contracts with unclaimed 2005/06 operations, we are currently contacting applicants to ascertain whether such operations are still proposed to be undertaken. If so, a claim year of 2007/08 or later will be agreed. If we receive no reply by May we will be required to withdraw approval for the operations. Responses requesting a claim year of 2006/07 will be paid on the basis that the works have genuinely commenced.

· As advised to claimants, we will not be able to pay 2005/06 claims received after 1 May 2006.  Claims for new planting due to receive Farmland Premium will be forwarded to SEERAD for Farmland Premium payment as normal.  If additional FC funds subsequently become available, the non-Farmland Premium element of these claims will be paid on a first-come basis.  

· Applications received after 1 April 2006 which contain a 2006/07 claim year, will be allocated a claim year of 2007/08 or 2008/09, unless the application includes Locational Premium for Highland or Glasgow & Clyde Valley. In these cases the new planting element will be approved for 2006/07 and any additional restocking, stewardship or non-LP planting will be deferred to either 2007/08 or 2008/09. This action also applies to any amendments received after 1 April 2006 which contain a 2006/07 claim year.

· For applications awaiting the May 2006 WIAT judging round, analysis is currently being undertaken to gather more accurate information on WIAT Top-Up figures within the Stewardship expenditures. Once complete, a decision will be made about future approvals. It is possible that for the May 2006 judging round applications, payments may have to be deferred until 07/08.
Please contact your local Conservancy office (Dingwall 01349 862 144) [or the NHFT office] if you are unclear about any of this or wish to discuss the implications for your own scheme(s).

Bob McIntosh,  March 2006 

In spite of this challenge, it would still seem very important if you are considering trees, to get an application in regardless.  The timescales we, and the trees, are operating under should be able to ride through funding challenges such as these.  See Funding section below for SFGS/Locational Premium information. 
Also see the Funding section below for some of the other creative ways in which woodland work can be funded!
4. Scottish Forestry Strategy 2006

The draft Scottish Forestry Strategy 2006 is now out for consultation.  The consultation period runs until  29th May.  
If you are interested in helping to move forestry forward in a sustainable social, economic and environmental direction then please do have a look at this consultation. 
 

This is the second of a 2-stage consultation, whereafter the Strategy will be revised according to comments received, and a new Strategy published later this summer.
 

The draft strategy is available at www.forestry.gov.uk/sfs or free hard copy from 0131 314 6156; FCS, Silvan House, 231 Corstorphine Road, Edinburgh EH12 7AT; or email fcscotland@forestry.gsi.gov.uk.   Or contact the NHFT office. 
 
5. The land issue…

Reforesting Scotland journal, “The Land Issue: Where are we now?” is now out.  There are some excellent articles in this issue relevant to the north, including “Poachers turned gamekeepers: the Assynt buyout”, and “Four generations in crofting: the story of the first community buyout”, or “Land Reform: the people find their Voice”, and views from the CWA, HiE and the usual mix of articles ranging from the Forest Education Initiative to building a bread oven out in the woods!  

Watch out also for the next issue which will be on Energy  and how this relates to trees and communities (or better still, if you’d like to contribute, contact the RS office)! 

For more information contact: 

Mandy Meikle, Editor, Reforesting Scotland,  62-66 Newhaven Road Edinburgh, EH6 5QB Tel: 0131 554 4321 mandy@reforestingscotland.org   or try www.reforestingscotland.org
For other RS info or activities or projects, contact the Development Officer, Kristin Olsen at the RS office, or Kristin@reforestingscotland.org 
Also of note on the Land theme:

Communities missing land reform opportunities: Prominent land campaigner Andy Wightman says communities are not making the most of the long awaited Land Reform legislation. 

See http://www.ruralgateway.org.uk/item/1226
Also find another great newsletter at this link: the Rural Community Gateway 

http://www.ruralgateway.org.uk/
Training

6. CWA Woodland Management Training Days 

Possibly still time to make the most of this excellent training opportunity.  If you can go and are not already on the list, then give jon or diane a call.  NHFT and CWA will be running similar events in the future.  If you are interested in any Woodland training in Sutherland or Caithness, then call the NHFT office.
Woodland Management 

Thursday and Friday  -  30 and 31 March 06 venue in Dornoch Firth area TBC

Day 1: Tree Planting

What trees to plant where and why - matching species to site and objectives

For both new woodland establishment and restocking / enriching existing woodlands.

Day 2 : Tree Felling

When, where and what to fell: how to assess suitability and select for thinning and adoption of alternatives to clearfell.
For more details contact Jon Hollingdale on jon.hollingdale@virgin.net 

To book your place contact Diane Campbell 

dianec@community-woods.org.uk or tel 01854 613737.
Funding

7. Scottish Forestry Grants Scheme
SFGS Scheme Closing

(and see News section above)

The Forestry Commission Scotland Scottish Forestry Grant Scheme (SFGS) – the current scheme closes in August 2006 and the new scheme replacing it will begin sometime in 2007 so if you are thinking of planting or management grants for trees, it’s a good idea to apply now!

SFGS funding is available for up to 90% of specific works to be carried out in woodland/new woodland projects such as tree planting, path construction, bridges, signage, etc.  

In particular, Stewardship grants for communities (any groupings of local people such as Common Grazings or groups of crofters etc) known as S8 offers up to £5000 per year for developing community involvement. This money has been used by groups for many different things from volunteer training work or organizing and financing meetings, feasibility studies for management plans, etc. 

Highland Locational Premium 2006 – 2008

In support of the Highland Forest and Woodland Strategy, Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) is offering additional funding through a Locational Premium to encourage the planting of certain types of new woodlands in Highland Region. 

What is Locational Premium?

Locational Premium is an extra grant payable for new planting in addition to the standard grants available under the SFGS.  You must apply for an SFGS in the normal way. Woodland planting which is eligible for SFGS and Locational Premium may also qualify for the Farmland Premium payments from the Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs Department.

There is a limited pot of money available. It will be allocated on a first come first served basis.  It is a competitive grant and as such must be seen to give additional benefits on top of those anticipated from SFGS aided planting.  

How much is the Locational Premium?

This ranges from an additional £450/ha to £2000/ha on top of SFGS/FP payments.

What types of planting will be eligible?

It will be available for:

• Theme 1 (adding value locally for crofting townships and communities)

providing opportunities to create new mixed woodlands of species such as Douglas fir, Larch and Scots pine, from 5 ha to 30 ha. This may include planting linked to existing young new native plantations which are accessible and nearby the communities which will benefit from them.

• Theme 2 (expand forest habitat networks)

planting any native species woodland up to 100 ha which creates a viable link or links between existing native woodland forest habitat networks. Non-native species may be considered in exceptional circumstances where there is a clear biodiversity gain.

Contact NHFT for more information

or your local FCS Woodland Officer, Willie Beattie at Dingwall, 01349 862 144.

8. Other funding opportunities
   

Forest Education Initiative

Forest Education Initiative (FEI) aims to increase the understanding and appreciation, particularly among young people, of the environmental, social, and economic potential of trees, woodlands and forests and of the link between the tree and everyday…The FEI Partnership Fund is specifically to support the work of FEI clusters. It can provide match funding for specific activities, which enhance the overall objectives of the FEI. These are to help develop among young people a greater understanding of trees, woodlands, forest management, forest products and wood as a sustainable resource. Grants of up to £5,000 (50% match funding needed) are still available throughout the year. Deadline 1st June 2006.
Info: http://www.foresteducation.org Guidelines and an application form 

Highland 2007

Event Scotland is supporting cultural and sporting events, designed to showcase specific towns and regions across Scotland, outside of the key metropolitan areas of Glasgow and Edinburgh. The aims are to: generate economic benefits for specific regions of Scotland; attract visitors to a region from other parts of the country; inspire and involve local communities; and enhance the profile and appeal of the host region. Funding from £2,000 to £25,000 but unlikely to be for more than 25% of total costs.  Highland 2007 deadline: 28 April 2006.
Info:  Tel: (0131) 472 2313 Website: http://www.eventscotland.org
Big Lottery Fund - Scotland

Investing in Ideas (0ne of 4 new programmes)

The first of the new tranche of Lottery programmes has at last been launched. 
Investing in Ideas welcomes applications from voluntary groups and local authority departments that want money to turn an idea into a well-planned project. Investing in Ideas is not a source of funding for your project. That bit comes later, once it’s been tested and developed.
The following are examples of the type of things you may apply for funding for:

Market research, feasibility studies, business plans, training for your committee, exchange visits within the UK to see other similar projects, community consultations, professional advice, technical reports and scheme design studies, surveys.

Projects should meet one of the following criteria which tie in with the forthcoming BLF programmes.
· Help communities own or control their own asset –e.g. buy land, build a community centre 

· Handle life transitions – e.g. from school to employment, work to retirement, prison to release, addiction to non addiction 

· Cope with 21st century living – e.g. technology, intergenerational understanding and support 

· Build dynamic and inclusive communities by encouraging voluntary organisations to engage more fully with local communities
· Amount -  £500 - £10,000 is available through this scheme.
Who can apply – voluntary and community groups, social enterprises, charities, local authorities, schools, health bodies and community councils, companies limited by guarantee. Priority will be given to those with an income of under £50,000.
To apply - call 0845 606 1199 for an application pack or visit www.biglotteryfund.org.uk. To discuss your idea to see if it might be eligible, call 0870 240 2391.
For further info on the three other new blf programmes (less relevant to woods) try  http://www.biglotteryfund.org/programmes/updates/scotland.htm 

BLF People’s Millions

One year funding of up to £50,000 for projects that make local communities a better place to live, including buildings, amenities, public and green spaces, and the natural environment.  Local people will determine where to spend money by telephone, text and online voting.  In addition, the programme operates the GMTV Award.  The GMTV Award in 2006 will be for a single project covering more than one area of the UK.  Open to all non-profit-making organisations including local authorities. Deadline 18 May 2006.
Info: Hotline: 0845 0 10 11 12 Email: jamie.mody@biglotteryfund.org.uk (the GMTV Award)

Email: generalenquiries@biglotteryfund.org.uk (the People's Millions Programme) Website: http://www.peoplesmillions.org.uk Website: http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 

Queen Elizabeth Scholarship Trust

To fund further study, training and practical experience for craftsmen and women across the UK who want to improve their craft and trade skills. Travel, accommodation, subsistence, course fees etc are eligible and support ranges from £2,000 up to a maximum of £15,000. Awards twice per year – nest deadline 9 June 2006.

Info: Tel: (020) 7828 2268 Email: qest@rwha.co.uk Web: http://www.qest.org.uk
 HIE Energy Guide

Highlands and Islands Community Energy Company has published a guide to help community groups find finance for renewable energy projects.  The guide includes a spreadsheet to adjust factors such as wind turbine output, electricity price, proportion of debt finance and proportion of equity. Fifteen community groups in the Highlands and Islands are on their way to developing their own wind schemes and aim to generate and sell electricity to gain long term revenue for future investment in their communities.

Info:  Email: marion.ohara@hient.co.uk  Web: www.hie.co.uk/community-energy.html
Grants for Tree Planting from the Tree Council

The Tree Council, a national charity that promotes the planting and conservation of trees in town and countryside has two grant schemes available for 2006. These are the Trees for Schools Fund and the Communities Tree Fund. It’s open to both to schools and community groups proposing to undertake well-planned tree planting projects starting in 2006 during National Tree Week, 22 November – 3 December.

Amount - grants of up to £700.

Contact - http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/tc/grants%20link.htm 

Deadline - the closing date for both funding streams is the 31 May 2006

New Ideas Fund 

The New Ideas Fund provides grants of between £100 and £5,000 to community and voluntary groups within disadvantaged areas or working with disadvantaged groups to assess the feasibility of new ideas and to develop and build support for new and innovative approaches to regeneration. Go to http://www.communitiesscotland.gov.uk/stellent/groups/public/documents/webpages/cs_006295.hcsp#TopOfPage for more information and an application form.

 

Seeing is Believing Fund

The Seeing is Believing Fund provides small grants of between £100 and £5000 to community and voluntary groups within disadvantaged areas or working with disadvantaged groups so that they can visit and learn from successful regeneration projects or access other learning opportunities. Got to http://www.communitiesscotland.gov.uk/stellent/groups/public/documents/webpages/cs_006305.hcsp#TopOfPage for more information and an application form.

  

The Community Environmental Renewal Scheme

The Community Environmental Renewal Scheme (CERS) aims to support projects that will improve the local environment for communities affected by quarrying. CERS offers grants of up to £50,000 to projects that involve the local community and can demonstrate local social or economic benefits. The final deadline for the CERS scheme is the 26th of April 2006. 

 

Action Earth

Action Earth is a campaign co-ordinated by Community Service Volunteers (CSV) and sponsored by Scottish Natural Heritage. The purpose of the campaign is to enable people to take part in practical conservation projects and empower them to improve quality of life for themselves, their communities and future generations. This year, Action Earth is particularly keen to hear from young adults in both rural and urban settings.

Amount - groups who want to plant trees, repair paths or collect litter are eligible to receive a £50 grant to buy seeds, plants and tools for their project or to help with running costs. 

Contact - http://www.actionearth.org.uk/home.php 

Deadline - there are 150 grants to give out in Scotland between now and June. Apply early!

  

Sustainable Development Strategy

Projects will need to further the objectives of Choosing our future – Scotland’s Sustainable Development Strategy, in particular through one or more of the following priorities: 

Sustainable consumption and production, including reducing the inefficient use of resources;

Climate change and energy, securing a profound change in the way we generate and use energy, and reducing greenhouse gas emissions; 

Natural resource protection and environmental enhancement, protecting natural resources, building a better understanding of environmental limits, and improving the quality of the environment;

Sustainable communities, creating communities that embody the principles of sustainable development locally, improving the quality of life of individuals and communities, securing environmental justice for those who suffer the worst local environments;

Learning for sustainable development, ensuring people have the knowledge, awareness and skills to play their part in contributing towards any of the objectives above, whether through the formal education system, opportunities for lifelong learning, supporting citizens’ involvement in sustainable decision-making, or finding ways of communicating sustainable development messages clearly and compellingly.

Criteria – projects must be either national or regional (which can include a whole local authority area).

Amount - £750k over three years with a maximum of around £40k per project.

Contact – to discuss your ideas contact Mark Stirling, Scottish Executive, Tel: 0131 244 0395. E-mail: sustainable.development@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  and get application forms from www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/SustainableDevelopment/SAGguidance 

Deadline - 17 March 2006

 

The Community Environmental Renewal Scheme

The Community Environmental Renewal Scheme (CERS) offers support for community based projects that will improve the local environment of communities affected by quarrying. CERS offers grants of up to £100,000 to projects that involve the local community and can demonstrate local social or economic benefits. To be eligible for funding a project must demonstrate that it is addressing some impact of quarrying activity. Final round deadline 26 April 2006.

Info: http://www.forward-scotland.org.uk/funding
 

Events

9. Wild Harvests seminar: non-timber forest products (NTFP’s) 10th & 11th May 2006 Beauly 

This should be a brilliant event for all interested in food, foliage, pharmaceuticals and all other non-wood products that your woods can produce.  It is being jointly run by Reforesting Scotland who are also currently running a ground breaking NTFP project working with woodland groups at various sites across Scotland, one of which is with Culag Community Woodland Trust at Lochinver.

Reforesting Scotland also host an excellent web facility for all info on the reality of NTFP growing, harvesting and selling in Scotland at www.forestharvest.org.uk   This site will also give full details on the above seminar and a downloadable registration form. 

10. Highland Biodiversity Forum, 10 – 4pm 1st of April 
Local updates on the LBAPs, update on what is happening at the Highland level and lots of networking opportunities. Plus an optional guided walk along the River Ness. Soup and Sandwiches provided. For more info contact Highland Biodiversity Officer Jonathan Willet Tel: 01463 702274 Jonathan.Willet@highland.gov.uk 
11.    ‘Free’ trip to Social Enterprises in the Borders (including the famous Woodschool)
CWA have arranged a trip to view social enterprises for groups interested in developing social enterprise activities.  The course is very nearly full, but may be further trips planned, so do contact Diane (even after the Deadline) if you are interested. 
The trip will be from 13th to 16th June 06 and will visit Hill Holt Wood in Lincoln and the WoodSchool in the Borders.  Hill Holt Community Wood is a social enterprise with lots and lots of ways to generate income but they focus on working with children and young people with various abilities www.hillholtwood.com The WoodSchool offers facilities and commissions to young furniture makers and they are also setting up a Scotland wide brand for all types of forest products and want to open this up to community groups with products to sell. www.buydesign-furniture.com 
 

This trip is open to Highland members only as funding is through Seeing is Believing Fund Highland and Community Land Unit of HIE.  Those going would have to contribute to their food bill but all travel and accommodation is covered. Maximum of 2 people per group. 
 

The group of up to 10 people will travel by train from Inverness to Lincoln on the 13th June and visit Hill Holt on the 14th.  They will travel back via The WoodSchool in the Borders on the 15th and will spend an afternoon and the morning of the 16th there after an overnight stop.  They will travel back to Inverness by train on the afternoon of the 16th June.
 
Please contact Diane with notes of interest by 31st March and I will be able to take this forward.  dianec@community-woods.org.uk or tel 01854 613737.
12. 21st Century Coppice, Conference
Organised by Coppice Association North West (England!)  -  11th to 13th May 06 – Aimed at anyone interested in coppice woodlands and their future  – Grange over Sands, Cumbria contact CANW tel 01539 822140 or email canw@coppicenorthwest.org.uk
Woodland Walks
Woodland events for your diaries for Spring/Summer ’06 include:
13. East Sutherland
Weds 7th June. Pine wood flowers. Grade A

A walk to examine the rare woodland wildflowers of Loch Fleet National nature Reserve.

10.00-12.00

Meet at Balblair Woods entrance, Loch Fleet Grid ref NH 815 977

 
Fri 28th July. Nature club on the road. Grade A

Search the woods and loch side for the tracks and signs of animals. For children aged between 8-12.

10.00-12.00

Meet at the Ferrycroft Countryside Centre, Lairg.

All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Booking essential on 01549 402 638

 
Weds 2nd Aug. Nature club on the road. Grade A.

Join the Trees R Us road show to learn more about these amazing plants. For children aged between 8-12

10.00-12.00. Meet at Carbisdale Castle Forest car park. Grid ref NH 575 955

All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Booking essential on 01549 402 638

 

Thurs 3rd Aug. Spinningdale Woods. Grade C

Explore the new path through the Woodlands Trust reserve to a viewpoint overlooking the Dornoch Firth.

10.00-13.00

Meet at the car park one mile from Spinningdale on the minor road from Spinningdale-Migdale. Grid ref NH 665 908.

 

Tues 12th Sept. Fungus amongst us! Grade B

They provoke more fear and misunderstanding than any other living thing. Come and find out more about these colourful and curious organisms.

10.00-12.00

Meet at Balblair Woods entrance, Loch Fleet National Nature Reserve. Grid ref NH 815 977

 
Contact:  Ian Paterson, Countryside Ranger, Ferrycroft Countryside Centre, Lairg, IV27 4AZ Tel/Fax: 01549 402 638 or   ian.paterson@highland.gov.uk 
14. South West Sutherland/Assynt 

A series of guided walks on Culag Community Woodland Trust’s Little Assynt Estate have been organized for the 5th,7th, 8th and 9th of May to celebrate Assynt for All, 2006.  These walks will explore the ancient woodland remants of this area as well as looking at how people survived in this landscape and how trees helped them to. 

Contact: jane, robin or hilary on 01571 844 368 or robin@culagwoods.org.uk 

15. North West Sutherland

4th May, guided walk at Loch A’Mhuilinn NNR near Scourie.  It is at 1030am. Meeting at the car park just off the main A894 four miles south of Scourie . Map ref. NC171 401 approx. 
Bring lunch and waterproofs. Rough boggy ground and some hills – a reasonable level of fitness required.
 
Contact: Donald Mitchell, Highland Council, Countryside Ranger for North West Sutherland    Tel. 01971 511756  donald.mitchell@highland.gov.uk 
16. North Sutherland 

Saturday 6th May. 
Borgie Forest Bird Box Building Day. Come along to Borgie Forest and show off your carpentry skills by helping the North Sutherland ranger, Forestry Commission and Forestry Trust to build bird boxes. We will be setting up a box with a camera inside to observe the nesting behaviour of any future inhabitants. Meet at the new Borgie Forest log cabins (grid ref: NC 663577) at 12pm. HC North Sutherland Ranger. Free BBQ with venison burgers.

Thursday 10th August. 
Borgie Forest Kids Cycle Event. Grade B. Bring your bicycle along to Borgie Forest and join the ranger (with his bike) to complete the fun quiz as we ride around the cycle route. Lets see who the ‘Borgie Brain box’ is and how unfit the ranger really is, small prises for winners and runners up. Meet at the Borgie Glen car park (grid ref: NC 680568) at 1pm. HC North Sutherland Ranger.

Contact: Paul Castle, 
North Sutherland Countryside Ranger, Bettyhill Service Point, Bettyhill, By Thurso  KW14 7SS  01641 521884  paul.castle@highland.gov.uk
17. West Caithness

	Saturday April 22 Sunday 23rd

Achvarasdal  wood ( Sat ) 

Dunbeath Strath  ( sun)

Lots about Lichen: A two day event looking at lichens in their various habitats 

To be confirmed on booking Donations  Please book

	Friday 12th May 

Achvarasdal woodland

evensong
A woodland wander to enjoy the sounds of birdsong at the end of the day

7.30 pm  level paths, easy walking

	Sunday 11th june 

Woodland creations

Sculpture day in dunnet forest

Allow you artisitic flair to show by making art and sculpture in Dunnet Forest,. This is geared for any age and  families but  under 8 year must have an adult with them

Meet carpark Dunnet forest 10.30 am

Lasts all day so bring lunch.   Also bring gloves and any tools that will help you .

 Please Book

	Saturday 17th june 

Rumster forest

Forest , family event

Details of this joint event run with forest enterprise will follow



	Thursday 6th July

Dunnet bay, beach, dunes and forest.

 coastal walk

Explore these different habitats and see the changes made in the local community woodland.

meet 2pm at Dunnet bay carpark north ND 219705

stout footwear advisable . Lasts 2-3 hours. Donations welcome

	Sunday 16th July

Spin around Strathmore   Cycling/riding event

An event that uses the new access set up in the Strathmore area.

Details to follow

Donations welcome

	18th july

Children/family event    Dragon walk

Strange creatures live in Dunnet forest . See if we can track them down. Will suit 5-8 year olds and the young at heart. Under 8.s must be accompanied by adult

Dunnet forest 11 am  Donations welcome Booking essential

	Friday 21st July

Broubster forest guided walk

This forest is great for its views over the county and there is also lots to see in the pathside ponds ..  Meet Janet street Thurso 2.00 pm 

boots necessary as wet in places.

 Allow 3 Hours   Donations welcome    booking essential

	Tuesday 1st August 

Achvarasdal  Woodland adventure  Children`s group

 This is an exciting and mysterious wood .  explore it with the rangers

Meet woodland entrance 11 am     Donations welcome 

This would suit children aged 6 -10 . under 8 years

 must be accompanied by  an adult please book

	August 17th 

Dunnet bay evening walk

discover the specialities of these three very different habitats of seashore, dune and forest

Meet dunnet bay north 7pm 
stout footwear advisable .   Lasts 2-3 hours.donations welcome

	august  Friday 25th

 achvarasdal bat walk

A dusk time daunder to locate the bats hunting this lovely woodland.

meet 8.30 pm at entrance to woodland  
Donations welcome   bring warm clothing and torches  children under 16 must be 

accompanied

	Sunday sept 3rd

castletown bat walk

Castlehill is a good place for bat detecting join us in our hunt to see whats flying about.

meet 8.00 pm at car park south end of the bay

Donations welcome bring warm clothing and torches

children under 16 must be accompanied

	Sunday 24th 

fungi foray and natures larder Dunnet forest

Discover how fungi operate as natures recyclers within this coniferous woodland.then have lunch at the Dunnet Pavilion and see what else there is in Natures larder 

10.30am forest car park  
Donations welcome   stout footwear advisable . Lasts 3.4 hours. Bring lunch

	Wednesday sept 27th

fungi foray Newton hill community woodland

For such a small woodland there are an amazing number of different fungi. Come and discover them 6.30.pm  Donations welcome  Lasts 1.30 hours approx


Contact: Mary Legg, 
Senior  Countryside Ranger, Caithness  01847 821531 or  07748574651    mary.legg@highland.gov.uk 
18. East Caithness 

Sunday 28th May 

“Snazzy Snaps” – Grade B

Ever wondered how to take a great natural history or landscape photograph?  Our outdoor studio will be the beautiful area of Dunbeath where a wealth of wildlife and stunning scenery awaits to be captured on film. Learn about the wildlife while local photographer, Ken Crossan, discusses helpful hints to make those special shots. Be inspired by an introductory illustrated presentation by Ken which will set the scene and aim of the day. Please bring along your own camera equipment and a packed lunch. Booking essential.  Start time 10am, meeting at Dunbeath Heritage Centre (ND 162 294). Allow 4 hours. Cost £2 per person.

Monday 19th June

Latheronwheel – Monday Meander - Grade B 

Explore the cliff top & woodland of beautiful Latheronwheel.  Enjoy coastal scenery & sheltered woodland. Meet at 2pm at Latheronwheel harbour (ND 191 321).  Allow 2 hours. Donations welcome.

Friday  21st  July

(Newtonhill Woodland Sculptures - Grade A

Family event. Put your artist flare into practice by making a range of sculptures with natural material in the forest. Allow 2 hours. Meet at Newtonhill Woodland at 2pm.  HC East Caithness Ranger. Booking essential. Bring warm/waterproof clothing. Donations welcome.
Friday 28th July

(Dragon Walk at Newtonhill Woodland - Grade A

Children’s event (8-11 years). Discover the secrets of Newtonhill & the weird and wonderful creatures that live there.  Meet at Newtonhill car park (ND 348 496) at 11am. Allow 2 hours. Booking essential. Donations welcome.
Wednesday 9th August

(Dunbeath Dragon Walk - Grade B. 

Children’s event (8-11 years). Discover the secrets of Dunbeath strath & the weird and wonderful creatures that live there.  Meet at Dunbeath Mill car park (ND 160 299) at 2pm. Allow 2 hours. Booking essential. Donations welcome.
Monday 14th August

Latheronwheel Monday Meander - Grade B

Sea watching on the cliff top & woodland wander. Meet Latheronwheel harbour (ND 191 321) at 2pm. Allow 2 hours.

Wednesday 23rd August

Dunbeath Strath - Grade B. 

Join a circular walk up part of Braemore road linking back to the strath of Dunbeath with wildlife and tales from the past.  Meet Dunbeath Heritage Centre (ND 162 294) at 1pm.  Allow 3.5/4 hours.

Thursday 31st August

(Batty About Bats!  - Grade B

Learn about how the midge munchers catch prey & navigate through the dark by joining this bat walk. Meet at Latheronwheel harbour (ND 191 321) at 8.45pm.. Booking essential. Wear stout footwear & bring a torch. Event weather dependent – please phone to book a place.

Contact: Marina  Swanson 

East Caithness Countryside Ranger Bruce Building, Sinclair Terrace, Wick, Caithness, KW1 5AB   Tel/fax: 01955 607758  Marina.Swanson@highland.gov.uk 
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Information, advice and support for Community Forestry across 
Caithness and Sutherland
North Highland Forest Trust is a Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee, Registered in Scotland No. SC029559 – Registered Office: Alba, Main Street, Golspie, KW10 6TG

tel 01408 633 986  fax 01408 634 342 mob 07840 260 834          www.nhft.org.uk

NHFT is supported by:

Scottish Natural Heritage
 Forestry Commission Scotland

 Caithness and Sutherland Enterprise

 The North Highland Leader+ 2000-2006 Programme

The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation

 Highland Council 
The Crofters’ Commission
