                                                                                  John Deighan
                                                                           Secretary

                                                                           Thurso & Wick Trades Council

                                                                           3  Millers Terrace

                                                                           THURSO

                                                                            KW14 8AY
                                                                           19 June 2008

Rt Hon Jane Kennedy MP

Financial Secretary to the Treasury

1 Horse Guards Road

LONDON

SW1A 2HQ  

Dear Madam

GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL TO CLOSE
INCOME REVENUE OFFICE, WICK, CAITHNESS, SCOTLAND  
I am writing on behalf of Thurso and Wick Trades Council, Caithness, Scotland concerning the disturbing news that there is a proposal to close the Income Tax Office in Wick with the loss of 26 jobs.
As a Trade Union organisation we would urge the HMRC to reconsider this proposal.  You may not be aware that this plan could devastate an already fragile and ruptured economy.    The main Employer in Wick is the Local Government covering a wide rage of disciplines.  By removing 26 of these specialist jobs would cause devastating results with a domino effect on schools, shops and other businesses.
Reading from the National press it has been reported that the former Revenue and Customs boss, Paul Gray was made aware by our local MP John Thurso of the Socio Economic situation in Caithness, already witnessed in the north with the run-down and decommissioning of Dounreay Nuclear Plant.

Obviously the assurance given to John Thurso by Mr Gray has been ignored.

As a Union organisation we cannot believe that one Government Department is having to heavily fund another (NDA) Department to create and retain jobs in this area and the other Government Department (HMRC) planning to remove and close down a proven professional, quality unit without proper assessment or consultation with the local public bodies.
I list below our points for you to consider:

· Local Contact

· Quality, Experienced and skilled workforce

· Are prepared to take on other work and diversify into other areas

· Already in premises which could expand and use derelict Government Buildings in same street

· Inverness is 220 miles round trip to conduct business

· Consider work to  be transferred from the Passport office, Glasgow seeing Wick has a small office dealing with Passport interviews at present
· Consideration should be taken to transfer back jobs from the Strathclyde area of Department of Work and Pensions which is heavily loaded 
· Set up proposed Government Department which have been earmarked for the large populated area of the South of England


As you can see from these points which I have listed, Thurso and  Wick Trades Council urge the Government to assess this most deceitful and depriving action to allow this office to stay open  in this remote populated area of Scotland.
Please take on board all the issues which have been put forward so that we can enjoy jobs, have a secure future as British Tax Payers in a less populated, fragile economy in Northern Scotland.

Yours faithfully

JOHN DEIGHAN

SECRETARY, THURSO AND WICK TRADES COUNCIL

c.c.
David Hartnett


John Thurso MP


Graham Smith, STUC


Roy Kirk, HIE, Caithness and Sutherland


Alex Salmond, Scottish Parliament


Jamie Stone, MSP

