Viewfirth Redevelopment Steering Group
Consultation on proposals for the Viewfirth Community Centre

Following a public consultation The Viewfirth Redevelopment Steering Group commissioned Pentarq to translate the results into a concept design for a community centre developed on the site of the former UKAEA Sport and Social Club known locally as the Viewfirth. The concept anticipates  a community centre offering multi-use sports and arts facilities along with accommodation units which will act as a funding stream for the building.

Use of Sports Facilities

An important part of the proposal is to identify user requirements and demand for sports facilities.  The aim is to provide a sports hall the size of 4 badminton courts capable of hosting 5 a side football, netball, basketball, bowls etc. Appropriate changing facilities and storage space is also to be provided.
Q1
Have you used sports facilities in Caithness in the last 12 months? 


□
Yes
(go to Q2)
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□
No
(go to Q3)

Q2
Which of the following kinds of facilities have you used?


□
  Swimming Pool

  □     Gym/Fitness Facilities


□
   Sports Hall (Aerobics/dance etc)



□
   Racquet Sports

□
Outdoor Pitches


□
Others (please state……………………….)
Q3
Why have you not used sports facilities in the last 12 months?

□ 
Not interested in sports
□
Not got the time


□
Too Expensive
□  No suitable facilities available

□
Not part of a team/club
Q4
Would you consider using the facilities designed in the new centre?

 □
Yes (go to Q6)

□     No (go to Q5)
Q5
If “No” why not?
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Leisure Facilities

It is proposed to provide a games room which would include 2  snooker tables and 2  pool tables along with various games machines. In addition there will be an IT suite which can be used as an internet facility for the public.
Q6
Would you or your family use the Leisure facilities proposed?


□
Yes

□
No
□ 
Not sure
Q7
If “No” please specify the reasons why?


□
No interest in proposed activities □
Already have access 


□
Transport/Access to centre
□
Cost


□
Require lessons
□
Health/disability

Q8
Any further comments on the provision of Leisure facilities?




Fitness Suite

The proposal includes the provision of a 15 station facility with cardio vascular and resistance equipment, loose weights and fitness testing equipment with disabled access to the fitness suite.

Q9
Would you or your family use the proposed facility?


□ Yes

□ No

□
Not sure
Q10
 If “no” why not?

□
Prefer other activities
□
Never used a gym

□
Health/disability
□
Use other facilities   □ Cost

□
Transport/Access

□
Other

Any further comments

Community and Social Facilities

The aim is to provide a number of community rooms which can be used for meetings, parties, events, displays etc. There will also be vending machines providing hot and cold drinks and refreshments. 

Q11
Would you or your family use the proposed community and social facilities?



□
Yes
□ No       □ Not sure

Q12

If “No” please specify the main reasons why.

□
Prefer other activities
□ Do not have children

□ No requirement for meetings   □
Use other facilities 


□ Cost      □ Transport/Access □ Health/Disability


Other-Please detail


Q13
Any further comments on the provision of community/social facilities


Café, Restaurant and Refreshment facilities

It is proposed that the centre will include a café serving coffee, teas and light refreshments and a quality restaurant serving Haute cuisine. There will be alcoholic beverages served during major events/performances.
Q14

Would you use the proposed café/restaurant facilities.


□ Yes
□
No
□
Café only
□
Restaurant only

Q15
If you answered “No” please specify the reason why.

□ Quality concerns  
□ Cost
□ Transport
  

□
Prefer vending machines  □ Use other facilities
Q16
Any further comments on the provision of café, restaurant and refreshments?

 

Childrens Play Facilities and crèche
Within the centre there will be indoor and outdoor adventure play facilities for children which will also cater for parties and will be supervised by centre staff.

Q17
Would you use the proposed play facilities?

□
Yes

□ No       

□ Not sure

Q18

If “No” please specify the main reasons why.

□
Prefer other activities
□ Do not have children

□ No requirement            □
Health and safety concerns 

□
Use other facilities   □ Cost      

□ Transport/Access        □ Health/Disability

Other-Please detail


Q19
Any further comments on the provision of childrens play and crèche facilities?


Arts provision

The main hall will be convertible to a 350 seater auditorium for the performing arts. There will also be facilities available to provide state of the art cinema for non-mainstream presentations.  Appropriate changing rooms and storage will also be available.

Q20
Have you been to a cinema or theatre performance in Caithness in the last 12 months?

□ Yes (go to Q22)
□
No (go to question 21)
Q21
Why have you not been to a cinema or theatre performance in Caithness in the last 12 months?


□
Not interested in Theatre/cinema
□
Cost


□
Nothing that interested me
□ Transport

□
No facilities

□
Health/ Disability

Q22

Would you use the proposed facilities for Theatre/ cinema?



□
Yes

□ No
□
Depends/maybe


□
Would use Theatre only
□ Would use cinema only
Q23

If “No” why not?



□
Already adequate provision
□
Cost



□
Transport
□
Disability/Health




□ Not interested in theatre/cinema
Q24

Any further comments on the provision of theatre/cinema

facilities within the centre?





Accommodation

Part of the centre will link into accommodation blocks which will be targeted at students and other short term occupancies such as holiday lets, incoming short term contractors etc. The income from these lets will help fund the operating costs of the centre.

Q25
Do you think that linking accommodation to a community centre is a good idea?
□
Yes

□
No

Q26
Do you have any further comments of the provision of accommodation as part of the community centre?


Overall Proposals for the Viewfirth Community Centre

Q27
Overall do you support the proposal for the development of a community centre within Thurso?

□
Yes

□
No


If “No” please state reasons why


Q28
Do you think the site is appropriate and accessible for a community centre?


□
Yes

□
No


If “No” please state your reasons why




Q29
Do you think the proposals will meet the needs for the community in Caithness?


□
Yes

□
No


If “No” please state your reasons why


Q30
Any further comments on the provision of a community centre in the Thurso area?


About yourself

Q29
Are you male or female?


□
Male

□
Female

Q30
What age group are you?


□
Under 18
□
18-24

□
35-34


□
35-49

□
50-59

□
60-74


□
74+

Q31
Which of these groups do you belong to?


□
White British
□
White any other background


□
Black or Black British (Caribbean)


□
Black or Black British (African)

□
Black or Black British (nay other black background)


□
Chinese or other ethnic group (Chinese)


□
Asian (Pakistan)

□
Asian (Indian)


□
Asian (other)
□
Mixed

Q32
The Disability Discrimination Act 1995 states that  a person has a disability if he or she has a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long term adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day to day activities.


Do you consider yourself to have a disability in terms of the DDA definition?


□
Yes

□
No

Many Thanks for completing this survey.

Please return survey to:
David Brookfield c/o Pentland Housing Association, 37-39 Traill Street, Thurso KW14 7HD













































































































































