I T’S   O U R   F U T U R E

Community Owned Wind Farm – Rumster Forest

	SOUTH  EAST  CAITHNESS  DEVELOPMENT  GROUP

The South East Caithness Development Group set up under the Scottish Executive's Initiative at the Edge programme in 2005 has developed and supported many projects in South East Caithness.  At its first meeting in 2005 it discussed the possibility of establishing a three turbine five megawatt community wind farm at Rumster to provide income for future major developments.  

	OUR  COMPANY
To further the project a community owned company Latheron, Lybster and Clyth Community Development Company (LLCCDC) was set up.   The Company has commissioned a feasibility study which is available for viewing at Lybster Post Office, Lybster Medical Centre,  Initiative at the Edge Office Old School House, Dunbeath, CVG Office, Telford St, Wick which was financed by the Highlands and Islands Community Energy Company which is advising LLCCDC on the project.  LLCCDC has over 50 members already and is keen that the community holds it accountable through membership. If interested, please contact:  
Eric Larnach, Development Officer, Old School House, Dunbeath.
Telephone:  01593731455
	OUR LAND

After discussion with the Forestry Commission a site of 40 hectares at the back of Rumster Forest was identified at a cost of £80,000.  If the local community supports the project LLCCDC will apply to Highlands and Islands Enterprise and BIG Lottery Fund for assistance to support the purchase. Highlands and Islands Community Energy Company may also provide financial backing for the development of the wind farm project.



	
	OUR FUTURE
It is estimated that a 5 mega watt wind farm will provide an average net income of £200,000 per annum for 20 years which would be invested in local community employment and infrastructure initiatives.  It will also contribute to the government's aim of providing increased energy regeneration from renewable resources.  Over the past two years projects include:  improvements in sports facilities and recreational areas at Dunbeath and Lybster, the identification of land for affordable housing in the area, the provision of a 5 seater vehicle with disabled access and evening bus transport.  We would like to continue to improve our area.

	OUR  VOTE
We are now seeking the views of the local community – Latheron, Lybster and Clyth Community Council Area, post code KW3 and KW5 - on whether to go ahead with this development.  A postal vote will take place during the week 5th – 12th May 2008.  Please return your vote as it is very important that we get everyone’s view.
	


	Latheron Lybster and Clyth Community Development Company


	I T’S   O U R   F U T U R E


	P O S T A L    V O T E


	After successful Information Events held at Latheron Community Hall on 22nd April, Clyth Community Hall on 23rd April and Lybster Community Hall on 24th April which was followed by a Public Meeting in Lybster Community Hall on 24th April we now seek the views of the public in KW3 and KW5 post code area through a Postal Vote.
The vote will take place from 5th to 12th May 08.  You will receive a voting slip (and a stamped address envelope) with the following information:

It is the intention of Latheron, Lybster and Clyth Community Development Company on behalf of the local community in KW3 and KW5 post code areas to purchase 40 hectares of land at the north west edge of Rumster Forest at a cost of £80,000 from the Forestry Commission Scotland under the National Forest Land Scheme for the purpose of building a community owned wind farm not exceeding 3 turbines or 5 mega watts. 
Are you in favour of the purchase of the land for this purpose? 

You are then invited to vote YES or No by ticking the appropriate box.

When you receive the Ballot Paper please tick the appropriate box and return in the pre-paid stamped addressed envelope.  The vote must be returned by 12th May 2008.  

Please return your vote as it is very important that we get everyone’s view.
The information provided at the information days will be available at Lybster Outdoor Bowling Hall from 5th to 10th May, 10.00am – 7.00pm.
For further information contact Eric Larnach 

Telephone:  01593731455

	Please return your vote


