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Meur Ghallaibh den Chomuinn Ghaìdhealaich
Caithness Branch of An Commun Gaìdhealach
Meeting Reference MGCG(08)01

	Date


	Tuesday 8 January 2008
	Copies To
	Branch Members



	Present


	Raymond Bremner

John Bain

Pauline Bain
Allison McLean

Myrtle Gillies


	

	Apologies


	Ena Bain

Andrew Bain

Philip Page

Pat Kieran

Alice MacDonald

Frankie Murdoch
	Alex Patience

Murdo Morrison

Janet MacDonald
Cllr Bill Fernie

Christine Stone

	
	


MINUTES

1. Chairman’s Remarks

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and noted apologies for absence.  A lot of apologies that had been received were due to the poor weather conditions and other commitments.  Also, it was encouraging that a lot of people had at least submitted apologies and indicated that they would attend other meetings when possible.  Some branch members had family commitments.

The Chairman advised that there were others who wished to attend but would be unable to do so if meetings were held on Tuesday evenings.  Given the fact that this included those attending Gaelic classes and others working in the Gaelic field within Caithness it was decided that we give this some consideration when planning future meetings. 
2. Minutes of Last Meeting

The Chairman summarised the points of the meeting held to establish this branch on Tuesday 27 November 2007 at the Pentland Hotel, Thurso.

3. Constitution

It was agreed that we would get a copy of a standard Branch constitution from An Comunn.
Action1/01:
RB/GC to obtain a copy of a standard Branch Constitution from An Comunn.

4. Branch Membership
It was agreed that the Branch would contact other interested parties within the county whose support would be beneficial and encourage them to take part in Branch activities.   This would include the local Mod committees, Accordion and Fiddle Clubs, Pipe Bands, Highland Dancing Schools etc. (See Appendix A for list of possible contacts.)

Action 1/02:
Branch to review list of potential contacts and who will make contact with individuals and/or organisations.

5. Fundraising and Branch Activities

The group considered branch fundraising and other branch activities and decided that the first action should be to hold a ceilidh.   Considering that Melvich Gaelic Choir often host ceilidhs in Thurso it was decided by the group that the inaugural ceilidh of the Caithness Branch of An Comunn Gaidhealach should be held in Wick.  It was hoped that this might encourage more membership from the east of Caithness. 

After discussion the following was agreed:

Venue:
MacKays Hotel, Wick

Band:

To be confirmed 
Guest Artist:
To be confirmed (Alison Rapson was suggested).
Programme:
Local artistes

Price:

£5 and £3 concession

Raffle to be held during the evening

Action 1/03:
Myrtle Gillies to contact a band for the inaugural ceilidh.

Action 1/04:
Raymond Bremner to arrange a guest artiste for the inaugural ceilidh.

Raymond Bremner discussed the possibility of Skerryvore playing at the inaugural ceilidh on 1 March 2008.    He had made contact with the band who would be available that night.    Upon further discussion the group decided that a traditional ceilidh would be more appropriate for the inaugural ceilidh but that Skerryvore should be asked for other dates towards the end of summer.  It is hoped by then that we will have been able to promote Gaelic culture and music in a manner that would encourage support, particularly with younger members of the community, if we brought Skerryvore to Caithness.
The group then discussed future events that could be held throughout Caithness and into the bordering areas of Sutherland to help promote Gaelic language and culture.  It was thought that ceilidhs would be the main activity for the branch at the moment but workshops for other areas of Gaelic interest (literature, language development etc) can be considered in the near future once we have the financial resource to undertake this.

Action 1/05:
Branch to review list of potential events and venues.

Applications for financial funding are to be instigated from funding bodies advised to the branch by Frankie Murdoch and Pat Kieran.

It was agreed that the other local Mod committees would be contacted in order that they may support our branch activities and be added to the list of contacts.  The Provincial Mod is noted to be in Bettyhill this year.  Dingwall Gaelic Choir have intimated that they may wish to take part this year.
Action 1/06:
Myrtle Gillies to contact local Mod Committees re support of our branch activities. 

6. Any Other Business

6.1 Publicity
Chris Gregory attended the ceilidh hosted by Melvich Gaelic Choir on 1 December 2007 and provided a portfolio of professional photographs.  These are available to the branch for publicity and any other use as they see appropriate.  Part of the cost of the photography is to be met by the branch once funds are available.

6.2 Royal National Mod

The Chairman noted that he now had all the set pieces for the 2008 Royal National Mod.   If anyone required access to these they should contact the Chairman.
7. Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 28 January 2008 in the Watten Church Hall.  It was noted that it was the Branch intention to hold its meetings at various venues across the county. 

Chairman

Raymond Bremner

Secretary


Allison McLean for Graham Cameron

Date of issue
25 January 2008
Appendix A
Potential Contacts
	Potential Contact
	Comment:
	Action on:

	Celia MacDougall
	
	

	Joan MacKenzie
	
	

	Croilleagan Teachers
	
	

	Anna Rogalski (Community Education Gaelic Classes)
	
	

	Gaelic Class attendees
	
	

	North Highland College Gaelic Class (Thurso)
	Dave Martin, member of the branch knows the contact at Farr Secondary
	

	John MacLean
	
	

	Willie MacDonald (Bruan)
	
	

	Morag Brown
	Via Pauline and John Bain?
	

	Caithness Ladies Gaelic Choir
	Via Norma Sinclair?
	

	Ian MacLean (Vet),
	
	

	George Murray (Police)
	
	

	Members of Melvich Gaelic Choir
	
	

	Retired Police Inspector living in Keiss
	Name??
	

	Keiss Hotel owners
	family of Mary, Dunoon National Mod Committee
	

	Alex Beaton
	
	

	Margaret Barid
	
	

	Joan Ritchie
	
	

	Dr Calum MacKay
	
	

	Persons listed for the BBC programme Eorpa
	
	Raymond Bremner

	Mary & John MacLeod (Gersa)
	
	

	Peter Murchison
	
	

	Joan Porter (Halkirk)
	
	

	Clair Ross (Houstry)
	
	

	Clair Ross’ brother (Berriedale)
	
	

	Local Mod Committees
	
	

	Accordion and Fiddle Clubs
	
	

	Strathspey and Reel Societies
	
	

	Pipe Bands
	
	

	Highland Dancing Schools
	
	

	Local Schools
	
	

	Karen Steven 
	
	

	Addie Harper
	
	


and …… anyone else known to be interested in general in the branches activities or Gaelic activity within the local area.

Appendix B

Possible Venues and Acts for Future Events

Venues
Suitable halls in Caithness with a history of local activity and support that could be considered for hosting a ceilidh in the area were thought to be:

· Keiss 
· Canisbay
· Scotscalder 
· Lieurary
· British Legion Thurso
· Forss
· Clyth Hall
· Brittania Hall, Dunnett

· Murkle
· Reay
· Spittal
· Bower

· Lyth Arts Centre
· Ross Institue Halkirk  
· Latheron.  
The branch will look to enquire of their costs, license rules etc and also if they would be considerate to the branches activities.

Possible Events / Artistes
· Small ceilidhs

· Folk evening

· Sunndach

· Stirling Folk Group (Name??)

· Literature

· Possible contact:  Martin McIntyre (current Mod Bard)

· Art

· Boireannaich Alainn (female quartet)

ACTIONS
	Action No
	Description
	Actionee
	Comment
	Deadline

	1/01

	RB/GC to obtain a copy of a standard Branch Constitution from An Commun.
	RB/GC?
	
	

	1/02
	Review list of potential contacts and who will make contact with individuals and/or organisations.
	Branch Members
	
	

	1/03
	Hire a band for the inaugural ceilidh.


	Myrtle Gillies
	
	

	1/04
	Book a guest artiste for the inaugural ceilidh.
	Raymond Bremner
	
	

	1/05
	Branch to review list of potential events and venues.
	Branch Members
	
	

	1/06
	Myrtle Gillies to contact local Mod Committees re support of our branch activities. 
	Myrtle Gillies
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